B Government Support
(All Levels)

® Private (Charitable)
Giving
® Earned Income

B |nvestment Income

Typical American Museum Funding Sources 2009
(Source: American Association of Museums)

Provided initial support, museums can be prides of communities. However, as
many institutions have seen, “Newness” wears off and without continued public
support a museum can face extinction.

Steady funding sources are essential for non-profit organizations to carry on
their missions. 501c3 institutions can apply for grants, however once more, a
grant is generally not in perpetuity. Government levels of support should also be
considered wearily, as economics and politics can shift these levels from year to
year.

Steady funding sources that should be considered include museum member-
ships, corporate sponsorship and investment income.




Example: The “Save America’s Treas-
ures” grant could be applied to repair/
restore historic structures provided proper
501¢3 documentation and a winning grant
proposal.

Example: The museum could host a Christmas
party for a local business. A nominal fee could be
accepted plus donations




